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TOWN OF BASSENDEAN, ACCESS TO FORESHORE 
Statement by Member for Bassendean 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [12.53 pm]:  On 26 April 2005 the Town of Bassendean council passed a 
motion that the council - 

1. Advises the Department Planning & Infrastructure that its vision for the river foreshore for 
public access be available for the length of the river on the Town of Bassendean boundary with 
a land area being of sufficient width to accommodate a dual use footpath and a conservation 
area in order to protect the riverbank; and 

2. Officers provide input into the Swan River Concept Plan (EMRC) that identifies the Town’s 
vision for the River foreshore. 

That motion was supported by Mayor Tina Klein; Councillors Brinkworth, Fox, Tesnear, Collins, Sutherland and 
Devlin; and the now Deputy Mayor Michelle Stubbs.  The only dissenting councillor was now retired Councillor 
Bevan Carter.  That motion was the catalyst for my call in this place on 23 June to fast-track the buyback of parts 
of some properties to enable the vision of foreshore access to be achieved.  Although the land is currently zoned 
parks and recreation and much of it is already in public ownership, I would encourage a flexible approach as not 
all the land zoned parks and recreation is needed to ensure the ability for people to walk along the foreshore.  In 
some areas it may simply not be physically possible to ensure unrestricted public access.   

I am working with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, and the immediate priorities are to determine 
where public access is feasible and to develop a clear implementation time frame that delivers certainty to 
owners of affected properties.  They deserve certainty and, where buyback occurs, just compensation.  I look 
forward to working constructively with all parties, including the Town of Bassendean, to help, where possible, to 
make their vision, which I share, a reality. 
 


